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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, IN 

SUB J : MAPS OF BAY OF BENGAL AND ARABIAN SEA; OFFSHORE OIL 
EXPLORATION DEVELOPMENTS 

REF: A) STATE A-7195 (NOTAL; B) NEW DELHI 8389 (NOTAL; 

C) NEW DELHI 8522 (NOTAL) 

1. EMBASSY APPRECIATES RECEIPT OF THE DEPARTMENT'S (RGE) MAPS 
OF THE BAY OF BENGAL AND ARABIAN SEA. ALL TERRITORIAL SEA AND 
MEDIAN LINE BASE DATA PROVIDED WILL BE OF IMMEASURABLE HELP 
TO US AS THE GOI'S OFFSHORE OIL EXPLORATION CONTRACT PROGRAMS 
PROGRESS. IN ACCORDANCE WITH OUR LONG-RANGE PLAN OUTLINED IN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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STATISTICS INTO USABLE OVERLAYS, COORDINATES, AND OTHER PER- 
TINENT MEASUREMENTS, AND WILL POUCH THESE DATA TO INTERESTED 
ADDRESSEE POSTS PRIOR TO THE BEGINNING OF FIELD OPERATIONS BY 
THE GOI'S OIL AND NATURAL GAS COMMISSION (ONGC) IN THE BOMBAY 
HIGH AREA, AND FOREIGN CONTRACTORS ELSEWHERE. 

2. THE GOI'S PETROLEUM MINISTRY/ONGC FOREIGN-CONTACTOR 
SELECTION COMMITTEE HAS COMPLETED ITS "FIRST ROUND" OF 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH 12 AMERICAN AND SEVERAL NON- AMERICAN OIL 
EXPLORATION COMPANIES SEEKING OFFSHORE PROFIT-SHARING 
EXPLORATION CONTRACTS IN INDIA (THE ROSTER OF NON-AMERICAN FIRMS 
IS NOT YET AVAILABLE) (REF C). REPORTEDLY, DISCUSSIONS HAVE 
PROGRESSED SATISFACTORILY THUS FAR, THOUGH FINAL AGREEMENTS ARE 
NOT YET IN SIGHT. ACCORDING TO GOPAL RAMASWAMY, CHIEF OF 
EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT, MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND 
CHEMICALS, NEGOTIATIONS WILL BE RESUMED DURING THE LAST WEEK 
IN SEPTEMBER, FOLLOWING THE SELECTION COMMITTEE'S RETURN FROM 
A STUDY TOUR IN THE UNITED KINGDOM, FRANCE AND NORWAY. 

(THE STUDY TEAM DEPARTED INDIA FOR THE UK SEPTEMBER 11.) 

WHILE IN EUROPE, THE COMMITTEE HOPES TO DISCUSS ON-GOING CON- 
TRACTS EMPLOYED BY THESE COUNTRIES IN THE NORTH SEA AND EVAL- 
UATE ARRANGEMENTS UNDER WHICH THE COST AND PROFIT OF EXPLOR- 
ATION ARE SHARED BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTS AND THE CONTRACTORS. 
WE WILL REPORT FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS AS THEY OCCUR. 

SCHNEIDER 
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